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BLOYS GROVE SOLAR FARM - PROPOSAL 

 

MULBARTON PARISH COUNCIL’S [MPC] response to EDF Renewables consultation 

1. Of the 3 route options, MPC would only find the Orange route acceptable. The 
proposed route [Purple] through Mulbarton is not at any point wide enough to 
accommodate HGVs and oncoming traffic. Much of it is a single narrow lane with no 
footpaths and no passing places. The Cuckoofield Lane / Rosery / Long Lane junction 
is such that HGVs are too large to negotiate it. Indeed there is already in place a 
weight restriction at this point to prevent HGVs passing. Cuckoofield Lane is a main 
thoroughfare for pedestrians particularly older people living in sheltered 
accommodation walking to the Coop and children walking to school. The footpath is 
narrow. The Cuckoofield Lane / Rosery / Long Lane junction is a major crossing point 
for children walking from the new estate to school. The routing of HGVs through 
Mulbarton represents therefore, in the opinion of MPC, a major highway safety 
danger which could not be mitigated by any traffic management plan.  

2. MPC were most concerned to learn from EDF that there could be as many as 36 lorry 
deliveries per day. This equates to 72 lorry movements per day. In view of SNC 
Environment Officer asking that lorry movements be restricted to between the hours 
of 0900 and 1500, this means HGVs will meet others travelling in the opposite 
direction every 10 minutes. 

3. Along the B1113 [Purple route] near the Worlds End pub there is a “pinch point” on 
a bend causing HGVs to swing out into the opposing flow of traffic without being 
able to see oncoming traffic. The footpath at this point is very narrow. 

4. The section of Shotesham Road [the Blue route via Swainsthorpe] between Rectory 
Lane and The Rosery is a very narrow single track road with no passing places. 

2. The proposal to direct construction traffic through Mulbarton would be in 
contradiction to Mulbarton Neighbourhood Plan Policy TRA2. 

3. The wear and tear and damage on and to the green lanes [e.g. road surface, kerbs, 
verges, banks and hedges] accessing and surrounding the site needs to be fully 
accounted for in the conditions and planning obligations agreed, if an application is 
eventually approved. The impact on the local road network from construction traffic 
should at least be neutral. The removal of wildlife habitat to create passing places for 
HGVs would be environmentally unacceptable. 

4. EDF appear to have a complete lack of awareness to the previous solar farm 
development, and how it successfully routed construction traffic from the A140 and 
underneath the railway bridge. The latest scheme needs to learn from the 
experience of past development (ref: South Norfolk Planning Application 
2015/1221). 
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5. An opportunity may exist to utilise local expertise at the UEA Low Carbon Innovation 
Fund -- https://lcif.vc/.  The UEA consulting team appears to be led by Dr. Jon Carter. 
Anticipating the exact opportunities is difficult but a conversation would at least be 
beneficial if EDF wants to truly claim the green credentials of the scheme. 

6. Also it may be useful for EDF to access local expertise regarding biodiversity impacts 
and their mitigation via Norfolk Wildlife Trust. 

7. Regard should be given to the cumulative impact of development in the area, 
including the other emerging solar farm developments, and how construction traffic 
along the B1113, A140, and A11 will be managed. 

8. MPC ask that before an application is submitted, EDF agree that the orange route 
[site access from A140 under the railway bridge] is the preferred and only option and 
publish a draft traffic management plan. 

9. Presumably the solar farm will have its own mini-substation somewhere on the site 
with the equipment to convert the DC power coming off the panels into AC mains 
(11kV or three phase AC) to send down the road to Dunston. Where will this be sited 
and how big will it be? 

10. EDF has informed MPC that the response from villagers to their questionnaire 
showed support for sustainable solar power developments and the solar farm at 
Bloy’s Grove. The leaflet which was distributed to households did not give any 
details as to the impact that the solar farm would have on the village and 
surrounding area. 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flcif.vc%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cadam.banham%40norfolk.gov.uk%7C6dabf6f22b64450fef8f08d8b1bd2199%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C637454773157465947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6TCUatVF6CMrbHsYuH8CzkXMuYqQ2XIz0F1G2lA7aj4%3D&reserved=0

