
May 2021 – Windfarm update: 

The inquiry for Hornsea Three closed in April 2019, and the recommendations were made public for 

the first time just over a year later in July 2020. The Parish Council raised several objections to the 

proposed location of the Hornsea Three substation alongside the B1113, but these were ignored. 

The Parish Council did not take part in the Norfolk Vanguard inquiry. This project was approved by 

the government in July 2020, but the decision was overturned by the High Court in February 2021. 

As a result, the project does not have planning consent to go ahead with its proposals.  Both of these 

projects were recommended for refusal by the Planning Inspectorate because of their damaging 

effects on offshore wildlife. 

The Parish Council did take part in the Norfolk Boreas planning inquiry, and along with many other 

groups, called for the use of offshore transmission to connect these large wind farm projects to the 

national grid. A decision on Norfolk Boreas is due to be announced by 12th April 2021.Also in July 

2020, the government announced an Urgent Review of the use of offshore transmission to connect 

all these projects to the grid. This could avoid the need for any substations to be built in South 

Norfolk, and would ensure that more renewable energy is carried across the grid to London. 

In December 2020 a new White Paper on Energy was issued. It recommended the use of offshore 

transmission and called for urgent proposals. The Parish Council submitted a proposal, which has 

been accepted by the government for serious consideration.  Despite this, the government approved 

the Hornsea Three project on 31st December 2020. After the High Court decision on Norfolk 

Vanguard, it is not clear what will happen next to this project. 

Another inquiry, for the Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal Extensions, is just beginning. If all of the 

other projects still go ahead, and the government decides not to use offshore transmission, then this 

would also need a substation in South Norfolk, somewhere between Swardeston and Swainsthorpe. 

 


